Stock Disenses Bill.

New Clause.— Add the following new Clause.

17. The place in which an accident occasion
ing personal injury has cceurred shall not be
interfered with, except with a view of suving
life or preventing further injury, until it has
been examined by the inspector, or, in his ab-
sence, if demanded by any three miners engag-
ed on the mine. by two competent persons to
be appointed by & Warden or o Justice of the
Peace.

Warrew A. GALE,

Clerk of the Assembly.
8-10-95.

ENGINE SPARKS FIRE PREVENTIOXN BILL.

Assembly and was read o first time.

STOCK DISEASES BILL.

This Bill was received from the Leyislutive

Asgembly and was read a first time,
BECOND READING.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES ( Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom)}: I beg to move that this
Bill be now read a second time. The neces-
sity for this Bill is very great. 1t consolidntes
a number of old Acis some of which are of
great age, but at the sume time there are
hardly any alterations or innovations on the
present law.
in-Couneil, if » disease breaks out in n cortain
locality, to make snch regnlations as will
meet the specific cuse. The advantage of this
will be appurent to hon. members. 'I'hen, if
any stock i3 imported, it will be isolated and
dealt with without risk to the other stock in
colony.
necessary, and I now move that it be read a
second time.

Question put and passed

Bili read a second time.

ADJOURNMEN'T.

The Council, at 340 o’clock, p.m., adjourned
until ‘Thursday, 10th October, at +.30
o’clock, pm.

!l‘

[9 OcroBER, 1895.]
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' o’clock, p.m.
!
|

Pirewood Culling. 1285

Yegislatibe Assembly.

i
1
1
'5 Wednesday, Mh October, 1805.
i
[

Sugyested  Compensation to Ihiscorerers of Collie
’ Coulficld—Cutting Vouny Javvah Trees for Fire-
wood— I¥ell Siwleiny on Murchisou Stoek Route

'
| — Hepativs to Sea JSetty at Fremantle— Fneowvage-
1

went of Co-operation Amony Producers— Horiny
for Coal in Passe Distriet, yo.—Iinconragement
of Production, e, of egetables—iFater and
Electme Works License Bill: second reading—
Message from the Leyislative Council : amend-
| uents in Public Health Aet Further dwmendment

. . . . t Ili— A ppropriation Bl ; second reading; in
'This Bill was received from the Legislitive - Arpror N i

committee ; thivd reading—-djouriment.
Tug SPEAKER took the Chuir ut 4.30

PrAYERS,

SUGGESTED COMPENBATION 7T0O

. DISCOVERERS OF COLLIE COALFIBLD.

Mg. ILLINGWORT'H, by lenve of the Honse,

I
!
1 usked (without notice) whether it was the in-
i tention of the Government to tuke such steps

a8 might be necessary for the purpose of giving
a reward, as compensation for mongys expended

‘I'he Bill enables the Governor. ‘ by the discoverers of the Collie coalfield.

The PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) replied
that the matter had been considered by the
Governwent, but they had not felt able to
make any recommendation during the present
session. There was time enough yet to denl

| with the matter.

As 1 have said, the Rill is absoluiely | CUTTING YOUNG JARRAH
FA L g L)

THEES
FOR FIREWOOD,

Mz RANDELL, by leave of the Hounse, asked
{without notice) whether any information had
reached the Government to the effect that
wholesale destruction of young jarrah trees
was going on, upon Crown lunds near the
railway. He was informed that trees only 6,
8, or D inches fhick, which would be very ser-.
viceable ns poles for mining and otherpurposes
were being cut up merely for firewood.

Mg. A. FORREST said the statement was
quite true.

Tue PREMIER asked where this was being
j dome.

! Me. A. FORREST caid yonng trees were
! being cut for firewood alony the Eastern Rail-
| way.
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WELIL SINKING ON THE MURCHISON
STOCK ROUTE.

Me. HARPER, iy leave of the Houss, asked
(without notice) whether the Government
were aware that it wae reported that the mode
of sinking wells on the Stock Route in the
Murchison distriet was ill-judged and unsatis-
factory. The repert reaching him was that
wells were being sunk only o few yards—in
one case 150 yards—from existing wells on
stations, and of course there could be little or
no feed left in such localities for travelling
stock, as the station sheep had to bhe waterced
there nlso. Another complaint was that the
stages between wells were too long. A third
complaint was that, instead of the wells being
sunk where water could be obtained at a cow-
paratively shallow depth,s0 as not to bhe too
laborioue for drovers who had to draw water
for Jarge numbers of travelling stock, the wella
were sunk in places where the water was at so
great a depth that the labor of drawing water
for stock must he excessive, if not impractic-
able. If these compluints were true, the wells
along this Stock Route would not reasonably
serve the purpose for which they were in-
tended.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he was inclined to think the hon. member
conld not have been correctly informed. He
had seen oneor two reports sent frowm the dis-
trict, showing the progress of the work. The
last report showed that o number of wells had
heen sunk at distances of 15 0 20 miles apart,
und these wells were not near a station. The
well-sinking hud commenced at Mullewa,
going northward to the Greenough River, then
by the North Spring to Tallering, and crossing
over to Ballinyoo. The reports receivec were
very satisfnctory, nod the statements of
drovera were to the effect that the Govern-
ment were now doing the right thing along
this Stock Route, and finishing off the wells by
equipping them with good buckets and troughs
and everything that was necessary. He had
not received any reports during the last
month, but would make enquiry into the state-
ment as to unsatisfactory work. He was satis-
fied, at present, that the hon. member was
misinformed, because the Government had a
practical man in charge of the party, AMr.
Straker, a North-West squatter, who under-
stood what was wanted, and was not likely to
put wells in piaces where they would not be
serviceable. As to the wells being deeper than
was necessary, that was a question of going
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down till the water was reached. He supposed
20 feet; depth, or so, would be the average.

Mg, LOTON said he had that day seena
drover who had just come over that road with
stock, end his atatement was that the work in
connection with the wells was admirably done,
5o far as it had gone, butb thut in several
instances the wells were sunk in the wrong
places, the depth being 24 to 40 feet, while
within a short distance water could have been
obtained in abundance at 1¢ to 12 feot. If
that was the case, the greater depth would
make the drawing very difficult, and would
compel the drovers to draw the water an extra
20 feet or more without neceasity.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. R. Richardson) said he had had,
indirectly, n good denl to do with the question
of the Stock Route, the work having been
placed in the charge of the Attorney-Genernl
and himself, who continued it up to a certain
point and then handed it over to the Works
Department. He had been instrumental
in securing the services of Mr. Straker, who
wus » good, practical man fo have in charge of
the work. Ome point he bad particalurly im-
pressed on MMr, Straker was the necvessity of
getting ag far as possibie from the ordinary
Stock Route and the sheep station paddocks,
50 that the travelling stock might have a
chance of getting some feed as well as water,
away from the ordinary route of the stations.
There would be no feed nenr a stution well.
He thought Mr, Straker would, as he had ad-
vised him, keep the line of (Fovernment weils
as far as possible from the stations; therefore
he could not understand how Mr, Straker
could have been muking such a mistake as had
been reported. Perhaps Br. Stralker might
be able, when called upon, to explain the
matter clearly. He (the Commissioner) had
alrendy mentioned the report to the Director
of Public Works, and asked him not to rest
until satisfied that either tha information was
wrong, or that the work was being done pro-
perly. He (the Commissioner) had also been
told by many persons who had travelled over
this Stock Houte that Mr. Straler wos doing
really good work, and making & splendidly
finighed job of the wells.

Mg, RANDELL said he had recently taken
the opportunity of speaking to a drover
who had passed over that Steck Route, and the
drover spoke of the admirable way in which
the wells were sunk and cquipped with appli-
ances. From what this drover said, they ap-
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peared to lre thoroughly serviceuble wells, and
no complaint on any score was mentioned.
Mr. A. FORREST said he ngreed with what
hag fallen from the hon. member for the Swan
(Mr. Loton). One of the most experienced
drovers on the North-West coast
him that the officer in charge had mude the

wells go deep that it was almost impracticable .

for drovers to water alerge number of Lravel-

ling stock ; also that there were muny places

[9 Ocroner,

informed

where water could be got at A depthof 10 to

20ft., whereas ihe Government wells were
down 40ft. in aome places. When there was
only one mau available for watering a mob, and
he had to draw water 40ft., the work of water-
ing would be almost impossible. 'The same
drover had told him, only that morning, that
if more care were taken in picking spots for
wella, there would be no oceasion to iake
them so deep, With this exception, the officer
in charge was doing the work sntisfactorily.
It was well-known that in all the Muvchison
distriet water conld be obtained by einking 10
to 20ft., and he believed 20ft. depth was
the limit in the district, at the stations.
Wells 40ft. deep must be alnost useless for
watering travelling stock.
The subject dropped.

REPAIRS TO SEA JETLY AT FREMANTLE.

Mu. SOLOMON, in accordance with notice,
asked (1) whether it was the intention of the
Government to carry out the repairs to the sea
jetty at Fremantle, by day work or by tender ;
and (2) if not by tender, why not?

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied: (1.) It is the intention of the Govern-
went to curry oub the repairs to the sea jetty
at Fromantle by day work.
be at ull practicable ordesiruhle to let the
work by tender, for the following reasons:—
The repairz are such that they could not be
satisfactorily described for contract, es their
nature and extent can only be ascertained as
the work proceeds ; and, if o description were
attempted, it would leave the departiment apen
to all kinds of claims for extras. In addition
to which, the work being on opened lines of
railway, toe maintenance department arve
responsible for the safety of the traffic, and for
keeping the traffic open while the works are
proceeding.

MRr. SOLOMON desired to move the
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Tue $23\T4R said the matter was not
of such nrgency a9 to justify the moving of the
adjournment. He had permitted an irregular
discussion ou & previous matter, because it was
opne of urgency,und the session was about to
close; but on the present matter he could not
allow o discussion upon the reply given to a
(uestion. If a motion in repard to it was to
be made, uotice must be given.

Mer. GEORGE said he wished to move the
adjournment of the House, because the repair
of the Fremantle {etty was o matter of great
importance and urgency.

1'ue SPEAKER said he had ulready ruled
that this could not be done, in reference to a
mutter which, in his opinion, was not one of

urgency.

ENCOURAGEMERNT OF CO-OPERATION
AMONG PRODUCERS.

Mru. HARPER, in accordance with notice,
moved, ** That in the opinion of this House, it
is desirable that some preliminary steps should
be tulken by the Government, during the recess,
for the purpose of encouraging co-operation
ameng producers, with the object of fosteving
local, as well as export, trade in the products
of the soil” He anid: I move thisinresponse

~ toa very general feeling that has been ex-

(2.} Itwounld not |

adjournment of the House, in order that he -

might speak upod the reply which had been
given.

pressed, in many different ways, by those con-
nected with rural purauits wishing to see some
steps taken to provide for the futurc develop-
ment of v any of the resonrces of the colony.
[ am afraid that, in the present booming times
of gold mining, the Government are not inclin-
ad to Iook far shead or take much heed 2z to
the furtherance of those staple industries in
the country which we hope will, in the future,
have a very warked effect on the prospects of
the colony. The other colonies are, more or
less, going in very extensively in the direction
of fostering co-operative endeavors nmong the
producers ; in fact, very great things have
been accomptlished by this means; yet in this
colony, so far, little or nothing has been done
in this direction, and [ am afraid that,
if time is not taken by the forelock and
something doue in this matter, we wmay find
Ly and by, when some fall in the mining in-
dustry causes a general slackness in the
colony, our permunent settlers and producers
will not be so well prepared as they might
have been, for developing other industries by
meuns of co-operation. The Premier of South
Augtralia, a few days ago, mude a speech at
the opening of an Agriculturul Conference, in
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which he pointed out what the Government of |
that colony were doing and were prepared to
do, in the Qirection of fostering industries and
aiding production. Therefore, considering
that this colony has to come into competition
with South Australia and other colonies in
those products that may be exported, I
think it is desirable that we should be
guided in some measure by their action.
Speaking at this Conference, the Premier of
the ndjoining colony said :—* We recognise
* that cne of the chief dutics of the Govern-
* ment is to foster nnd encourage the staple
* industries of the province, and we think one
* of the best ways of doing that isto help
“those who are interesting themselves in
* these industries, to help themselves.” Later
on he said ;:—*“‘That hrings me {0 a queation
 on which there has been considernble debate
“of late. I refer to the State Advances
“ Bill We believe that not only is
“cheap land desivable, but cheap money also,
« and we hope to do what we can towards
“giving both to the prevince. Obly last
“ night we pasged through the
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« Agzembly, by a triumphant wmajority, the
* gecond reading of u Bil! which has beon pro-
“* perly described as one of the most important
“ Bills of the session, and indeed of any
* Parliament in recent years, and designed for
“ placing at the command of the producers
“cheap money to asrist them and the
“ gommunity in developing our resources. T
* think action of thatkind ought to encourage
“ you. Wool is on the rise, and if
“we turn our eyes to the west, we sec
“ important developments aad increasing
“ markets. . . We are nof going to tie
« gurselves down to any particular old lines,
“ In the old days it was thought goed cnongh
“ to spend money to construct a railway, when
“ nothing waus said, or very little was thought,
* about encouraging production and assisting
“ the export of the produce which might be
« carried to the sea board, and of securing for
" it a profitable market. We are changing all
“ that now,and what we can do at this end,
“ or at the other in the country, down at Port
“ Adelaide, or in London, fo find reasonable
“ markets for the produce, we will do it. OQuly
* show that the thing is good ion the interests
“ of the colony, and we have no doubt that
< Parlinment will ratify the expenditure.

“ Our wheat yield for last year, on aecount of
“ the low average and the low prices, did not
“ total mach over £500,000. What did the

Co-operalion among Producers.

* neighboring colony of Victoria do ? Why
“ Victoria, with her bLutter export, her
 poultry and her rabbits, brought into the
“ colony over a million of money. . .

“ We ghall be only too glad to find tha.t in-
“ creased use i3 made of the Produce Export
“ Depit nt Port Adelaide, and the Wine and
“ Fruit Depit in London, When we reflect
“ that the prices which have been realised in
“ Bngland, ns regueds our fruit, wine, and
“ apples, and thiy, that, and the other, there
“ is good cause for congratulation as to what
“ has been done, I think the Cuntral Burean
“ hag u right to be congratulated npon what
* has taken place. Let me suy to Mr. Hardey
“and to all interested in the wine industry,
“ that T um sure Parlinment will Le agreeable
“ {0 place ut your disposn] funds at s reason-
* uble rate for the purpose of enabling you to
“ grect co-operative wineries, Last year o
* motion wagcurried in the Assembly allowing
“funds to enable the pustoralists to ercet
 freezing works, Whatever we cun dv for the
“ purpose of encouraging our staple industries
“js what the Ministry ought to do, and what
“we intend to do so long as we cceupy our
“ pogitions,” Al this, Sir, shows the policy of
the “outh Australian Governinent, and shows
what that Government considers necessary
for the henefit of the country;and, as I huve
said before, if the people of this country are
to be expected to compet with other colonies,
they must be assisted. I wonld urge upon the
Government the necessity of lookiog ahead
somewhat aud making provision te enablethe
pecople of Western Anstralia to produce what
is necessary, at least for her own population.

. I hope the Government will do what they can

in this matter. I may say the subject wus
brought to their notice many months past, by
resolutions pussed by the Agricultural Confer-
ence and endorsed by the Bureau of Agricul-
ture. The compluint we make is not that the
Government does not promise to do znything,
but that, despitethe promises, nothing is done.
We have bad no policy enunciated,and I deo
hope this will now be rectified. 1 beg to move
the resolution.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. R. Richardson) : I think I muy say
the Government are entirely in sympathy with
the object the hon. member has in view in
moving this resolution, but it would be mora
helpful if, in bringing this mabter forward,
the mover had indicated some more minunte
lines upon which he thought the Government
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should proceed in referemce to fostering the
local products, It was easy to tnlk about
encouraging and f-stering the produets, but
there iz nothing definite a3 to what is meant,
or the direction our efforts ahounld take. I
believe one of the objects the hon. wember
had in view in bringing this matter forward,
although he did not state ib, was the cstallish-
ment of wineries of considerable size, so that
wine of surrounding vigneroms should be
taken, properly treated, and rendered worthy
of an article for export. T muy say at once
that the Governent have had this under their
attention for some time, and will be very glad
to meet the wishes of the people in this
respeet, it some practical scheme can be
arrived at. Perhaps we do not know suflicient
about it, but it appears ns if we are workinga
good deal in the dark ; but possibly during the
recess some effort will be made to encourage
those who show a desire to help themselves.
Whether the best way to dc that is by granting
these companies loansat Jow rates of interest,
ot whether the assistance should be in some
other way, I am not uable to say now, How-
ever, there is one thing cannot be too clearly
stated, and that is that every effort tho other
colonies are engaged in vuking to foster their
products is likely to act to the disadvantage
of our own producers, and, consequently, as-
sistunce to those im this colony is required
more than ever. We must ugsist our producers
to produce better, more cheaply, and in greater
quantity, if they are to compete with out-
giders. The great thing we have to do is to
produce an article thut will be marketable,
and for this we must have large cstablish.
ments, skilled labor, and expert officors cn-
gaged in the oporation. I can assure the hon.
member that we are in hearty sywpathy, and
will give the Burgau of Agriculture aad
himsclf every assistance we can to evolve
something practicable, to be of use to our own
producers.

Me. SIMPSON: Sir, T rise with much
pleasure to support the motion of the hon,
member for Beverley. The Hon., the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands has said the resola-
tion hus been worded in an indefinite fashion,
but there have Leen the rules of the House
to be considered, with other features, which
make it undesirable for the hon. member $o
give too exact an indication of his own ideas.
The fact that he has not been 5o definite is a
tribute of his confidence in the Government
and shows that he is fully aware the Govern-
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ment desire to sssist the people on the land.
I take it what we wont more than anything
else is some form of regulating the industries.
We want some hetter system for our pro-
ducers to work under, and 1 bave no doubt
the Government. will aid the vavious industries
of the seftlers on the lands of the colony. By
the establishment of concerns in the direction
indicated by the Hom. the Commissioner of
Crown Lands, we would estahlish n lvig interest
of great value to the colouy, and turn much of
what hag hitherto not been regurded us of such
great value, into service and wenlth to the
country.

Mr. HARPER: T wonld just like to say
one word further. I have no donbtthe Govern-
ment have every desire to give assistance,
and mean well, but vothing is being done
towards adopting the policy of other colonies.
If the Government would only give some
clear indication of their intentions, people on
the land would be quite prepared to go on
developing the industries. It is the absence
of anything definite from the Government
that is 50 seriously hindering the settlement
on the soil.

Me. A, FORRESYT : It appears to e that the
whole of the other Australian colonies at the
present time are encouraging theiv producers

. in the export trade, and it behoves us to render

the same assistance o our producers here, so
that, not only shall we have sufficient for our
own consumption, but be uble to cxport as
well.  Buge quantities of goods uwre heing
daily poured in here from the other colonies.
In fact, West Auatralin is swnmped with the
goods of other purts, when we should be pro-
ducing them ourselves. We will never have
real prosperity in this country until we are of
more impertance asa producing country. At
present the Government lends its uesistunce
to the produncers of other parts, and the local
producers are all being ruined because of the
competition. I trust the Government will be
alle to render some practical assistance to the
producers here, so that they may weet the
competition in their way.

Mcotion put and passed.

BORING FOR COAL AT THE YASSE.

Me. COOKWORTHY, in accordance with
notice, moved * That, in the opinion of this
« House, it is desirable that the Government
“ should enter into arrangements for boring
+ for coal at the Vasse, and other parts of the
* colony, a8 snon as possible.”” The hon. mem-
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ber said : The resclution stunding in my name
is, to nsk the Government that it shonld take
steps for boring for conl, not in one purt of the
colony only, hut in all parts where there are
any indications of the mineral existing. I
have an opinion that good conl is to we found
at the Vaase, and I will give hon, members my
renson for forwming this opinion. In the first
place, on one occasion there was found necar
the beach the best of coal indications. Samples
of bitumen were produced, and later on a
man sinking o well came ucross a mineral-
like substance which, without uny doubt, was
shale. We supported, in the district, a syndi-
cate to hore for coal, and with un aungur we
sank three or four hundred feet. We could
go nv further with the appliances we then

had, and just as we were about to got some -

ussistunce from Perth, the goldficlds broke out,
and occnpied the attention of everybody., We
then had occasion to apply to the Government
for assistance, and they kindly came to our
help.  Unfortunately, this was of very liftle
effect, because the boring applinnces used by
the Grovernment were no better than our own.
There is little doubt about the existence of
coal in the district. Some of the cores
brought up confirm this, but the augurs do
not do the work sufficiently effectively to be aa
subisfuctory as would be the case with proper
appliances. Personally I feel confident there
is good coal here, and, what is more, it is right
on the beach. I do not think it necessary to
emphasise the importance of a good find of
cval at u depth of » few hundred feet, and
quite close fo a port. Tam sure thatin grant-
ing the request the resolution conveys, the
Government will be doing their best towards
developing the resources of the colony.

ME. MORAN : [ would like bo ask you, Mr. .
Speaker, whether the motion is not out of '

order, Some time ago, when I attempted to

move a similar motion, I was ruled out of oxrder -

because the resolution referred to the expen-
diture of public money.

Tug SPLAKER: The resolutions are not the
same.
refers to was for the expenditure of n definite

sum. At any rate there is no doubt sbout

this resolution being in order.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : I do hope the Go-
vermwent will give their kindly uttention to
the proposal of the hon. member. I think he
has shown ample reasons why boring for coal
in the Vasse should be carried on, and more
particulurly the suggestion that it is possible
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a good coalfield will be discovered within
view of n port. Such a thing would be
invaluable, and to prove whether it is so or
not will not cost much money. What movey
it does cost will be very well spent. I simply
desire to express my own conviction, and the
Government will do well to support the pro-
posal now before the House.

Tue PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest): I
quite ngree with the hon. members who argue
that some such work as boving ghould take
pluce to test whether there is conl at the
Vasse. I regret that the work forwerly done
was not attended with success; Lut, unfortu-
nately, the uppliances then in use were not
suitable, especinlly for the peculiar class of
. country about the Vasse. We have now,
however, a machine of guite a different male,
and it is already doing excellent work at
Albany. As soon asiuv is available, I see no

reason why it should not be sent to the Vasse.
| If the machine is not availalle as early as wo
i hope it will he, the cost iz nmot grent—only

£1,000—and we will get another one. 'This
' machine dses t'e work well and cheaply, cost-
| ing only 1s. 6d. to 2s. 6d. per foot. This is
|
|
|

such an importnnt featurc that, if it can be

continued, there should be no reason why boring

should not be carried on wherever good results

. are likely to follow.

. Mgr.JAMES: I hope the Government will
not come to a conclusion that all the coul of the
colony is centred in one part. In fact, there

' is, I believe, good coxal in my own eonstituency

—at Jandakot—if indications go for anything.

This is a muiter upon which I believe the

Attorney-General c¢an give us some informa-

tion. The idea that all the coal is at Collie

River is not a true one, and I think that bor-

ing should be carried on at all parts wherever

there is sufficient reason to suppose that coal
exiala,

Mg. CONNOR: I canuobsupport the motion
of the hon. memler, because other work of a
more important character is being neglected,
while this Loring is being carried on. We
want the works to give water to the goldfielda
pressed on, because if we ¢o not keep up the
goldfields [ am sure there will be no necessity
for cither the coal or the agricultural railways
we propose to build. However, if horing is to
be carried on, I certainly ngree with the hon.
member for East Perth, that it should be done
wherever there is good reason for it. I believe
it would be more valuable to bore for coal in
. my own diatrict at East Kimberley. I believe
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it is to be found there, and it wonld be of great
importance if it was developed. At the same
time I think the Government should turn its
attention to the boring for water. [Mg. IL-
LiNgWoRTH: That is being done.] Yes, but
it hos not been done up to this.

Mz, SIMPSON: 1 have very muuch pleasure
in supporting the woticn of the hon. member,
and T hope the Government will give it overy
attention, not only as to the prospects of coul
ot the Vasse, but in other parts of the colony
as well, It seems n strange thing to me that
this class of work is not done quickly. Instead
of going on with the work, it takes two or
three years before the documents are prepared,
while a business man would have the machines
out and at work, I think also that grester
activity should be shown with regard to the
boring for artesian water, because the dis-
covery of one good supply of artesian water
would do more good to this colony than any-
thing else.

M=. SOLOMON : [ have much pleasure in
supporting the motion, besause nothing could
do this colony more good than the discovery
nnd development of a coalfield so near the
coast us this is supposed to be. I am surprised
at the way in which some membera object to
every itcm of expenditurein the Southern dis-
tricts, because the goldfields huve been treuted
most generously. Ifa paltry £1,000 will lead
to the development of n coal mine at the coast,
it will be money well spent, and the proposal I
huve no doubt will be heartily supported by
every hon. member of this House, with the ex-
ception of one or two of those representing
the goldfields.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson): I may say,
in reply to the hon. member for East Kimber-
ley, that the Govermment are putting down
bores on the goldfields in order to try and find
an artesian supply of water.

Me. Connoxn: It is two years sinve I moved
in the matter.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A, R, Richardson): The Go-
vernment fully recognise theimportance of pro-
viding, as far as is possible, the goldfields with
an amyple and permanent supply of water, and
will take care that not only the work of boring
will be placed in efficient hands, but that the
experimental bores shall be wmade as complete
as the best plant can make them. The
Government not being now stinted for funds
will being fully impressed with the necessity
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of finding artesian water, spare no «ffort to
carry to a successful issue the work of boring
on the goldfields with the success of which
the welfare of the colony is so closcly asse-
ciated.

Mg, COOKWORTHY : I am sorry that the
hon. member for East Kimberley should have
thought proper to oppose this motion, because
if he had read it he would have seen thatl
do not ask that the Governwment shall
limit the boring for coal to the Vasse,
but the motion proposes tosimilarly test other
purts of the eolony, which of course may in-
clude boring at the geldfelds. I thought it
incumbent ov the Government to put down
these bores, wherever there is any likelihood
of minerals being found ; and, supplying an
omission in my remarks when [ introduced
the motion, I may say that the indications
found at the Vasse are exactly similar to those
which have been found in the coul producing
districts of New South Wales.

Mz. GEORGE: Ihave very great pleasure
in supporting this motion, for I think that
boring for coul in West Australia ic one of the
most important kinds of work that can be done
by the Goveroment. The boring on the gold-
fields for artesian watev is alzo very vulunble
work, but as & payable conlfield would employ
thousands of men and circulate locally o great
deal of woney that is now sent out of the
colony to buy coal, no efort should be spared
fo test places where there is & good prospect
of o colliery heing established. And while I
am on this subject of horing I may say that
the boring done by the sea worm into the
karri piles of the Frewantle pier ia becoming
a serious danger to that structure.

Tee Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): We
will soon cure that.

Mu. GEORGE: The Premier says he will
soon cure that; but so energetic are the steps
being taken to doso that I am assured the hon.
gentleman hae not had time to read o report
on the subject that wus sent to him some
weeks ago.

Tug SPEAKER: The suate of the Fre-
mantle pier is not the question before the
House.

Me. GEORGE: [t bas to do with coal,
because at present the colony has to depend
unpon imported coal, which owing to the
ravages made upon the piles of the pier can-
not be sufely carried over the pier.

Mg. R. F. SHOLL: I shall support the
motion, and, as I have said before, I think the
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Government should spend a large sum nob
only in boring for conl, but in secking to die-
cover nttesian water on the goldfields.

The Premies (Hon, Sir J. Forrest): Not
w lurge sum ?

Mg. R. F. SHOLL: [ believe I suid at the
timea large sum. [ would suy thut the
Government should spend £100,000 on boriug
in various parts of the colony.

'ue Premrer (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): You
are getling on.

Mg. B. F. SHOLL: T do not say thas this
money should be spent only in boring for
coal, but also fur water, and when the work
is undertaken, the Government should web an
expert trom Queensland, where they have had
u great deal of experience in tapping artesian
water. Lo that colony, when it was resolved
to put down bores, the Govermnent sent to
Canada and got advice and cxperienced skill
fromn there, with the vesult that boring for
artesian water huy been s great success in
Queensland ; and, thorefore, the Ministry
should apply to that Government for the
benefit of thewr special knowledge of the best
machines, nnd how te work them to the best
advantuge. ‘The Premier wentioned that the
boring machine imported by the Government
has been taken possession of by the hon.
member for Plantagenet, and I do not know
that any member has u right to tuke posses-
sion of plant that has been paid for with the
taxpayers woney, for o partioular purpose. 1

money for boring shonld be spent upon the
goldfields.
I'ue Prestive (Hon., Sir. J. ¥orvest): Lhe

with it. The boring machine is only being
ueed in his district tor the benefit of his con-
stituents,

Mx. K. B. SHOLL: Weli, I hope that the
Government will give the watber of wmriesian
water their attention, We have money avail.
able for prosecuting experiments in this
direction, for during the vecess the Gov-
ernment were Iooking round to see what
they could spend their surplus revenue npon,
and I do not think they can find a better ob-
ject for expenditure than in boring for water
and ¢oal in different parts of the colony, in-
cluding the pastoral aveas. It would have
been well, L think, before the conntry was com-
mitted to the large cost of making an expen-
sive line to the Collie for the sake of the counl
to be found there, if seurch had been wade for
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coal nearer to the capital, und in a more
accessible place, to which we should not have
had to walke a special railway in order to
bring the fuel to market,

Mg, MORAN: I am quite in accord with
the remarks of the bon. member fur Eaat
Kimberlay. I cannot help thinking that if
the motion under discussion hud been brought
forward by a goldfields wember, the Govern-
went would have said that there was ne
necessity for the measure. [ wmuch regret
that, up fo the present time, the efforts which
have heen made to discover artesiun water on
the goldficlds have resulted in nothing.

Tue Premer (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): We
ure waking another frial.

Mr. MORAN: While I do nof intend to
vppose this motion, I cannot refrain from
remarking upon the inability and mismanage-
ment of the Government—who are so anxious
to bore for coal, and to wmake costly rail-
ways whevever it is said that coal is to bLe
found—in endeavoring to supply the goldfields,
which have so wuch to do with the welfare of
the colony, with a purmanent and ample supply
of water.

The SPEAKKR: The hon. membyr is not
gpeaking to the question before the House,
which is that of Loring for coul in various
parts of the colony.

My, MOKAN: The hon, member for the
Guscoyne alluded to the boring for water on

* the goldfields, and as the motion only relates
think that it is wore lmpovtant that the

to horing for coal, that is why I am making
my protest aguinst it. At the present time
there is no urgent demand that we should

. find n coalfield, but there is an urgent demand
member tor Plapiagenet has nothing to do

thut we should find water onthe goldfields,

. and 1 think that every effort should be made

to find it there.
Motion put and pussed.

ENCOURAGEMENT OF PRODUCTION, ixc.,
OF VEGETABLES.

On the motion of the PremMIER, the House
went into committee for the consideration of
the following resolution, which had been
passed by the Legislative Couneil:—* That,
“ in the opinion of this House, it is desirable
 that the Government should enquire as to
“ the best steps to take to engourage the pro-
" duction and preservation of vegetables.”

IN COMMITTEE,

Tur COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A, R. Richardson): I think the House
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should agree to the resolution, as the produe- -

tion and preservation of vegetables is worthy
of ecncouragement in o colony like this, in
which there is less cultivation than is desirnble
in the interests of the community.

Mr. GEORGE: I hope that the House will
agrea to this resolution, and that steps will be
taken as quickly a3 possible to give effect to
it. In Mondurah, which ia part of the con-
stituency [ represent, a Mr. Smart has, at
considerable expense, erected u plaut for the
canning of fish and the evaporation of vege-
tables und fruit; and, if he can be given some
encouragenient, those industries may hecome
important additions to the resources of the
colony. Around Mandurah, there is a grent
deal of very geod land sumitable for the pro-
dunetion of vegetables on a large scale, and if
by means of & houns similar to that which
some years ago was granted in connection with
the manufacture of juw, vegatables can be
prepared in a portable form for consumption
on the goldfields, there will be no necesaity to
import supplies of this kind of food from
France, or any other part of the world. [
therefore hope that the resolution will receive
the general support of the House.

Mg, LEFROY : As this resclution has been
sent to us from the Legislative Council, and
it ains b incrensing the food supply of the
colony, and as it only asks that the Govern-
ment shall consider the best means of attain-
ing this objeet, I think that hon. members
may see their way to vote for it. The ques-
tion is not, I should think, n very difficult
one, and the enquiry may serve a useful pur-
pose. At preacnt there seems to be some
searcity of vegetables in West Australin for
uge in their nntural state without preserving
therm, but if atteniion is given to the subject,
as has been requested by the Legislative
Council, the result mght be that the culti-
vation of vegetables would be so stimulated
that in the future there might be a plentiful
supply, both in the fresh and preserved state.
[n any cage, I do not think that the Legisla-
tive Council are asking too much in sending
down this resolution, andI shall sapport its
adoption.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH: [ hope that if the
Guvernment accept the resolution of the
Legislutive Council on this grave matter of
national concern, they will exercise
profoundest wisdom in the selection of the
persons of whom they will enguire ' s to the
best steps to take to enconrage the production
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and preservation of vegetablna” So farasI
am c¢oncerned, I am inclined to think that
certain lending citizens are best qualified te
angwer this momentous question, and that the
Government in their search for light and learn-
ing should have recourse to Ah Ling, Kea
Sang, Lee Wing, Wah Sain and Yeng Tuck, The
questions which would be propounded to them
arg important, especially about dianer-time,
and guch a Commission con'd give the Govern-
ment the best answer to the imvestigation
which the Legislative Council desires us to
make. T hope that the Government will be
enger £o seize the opportunity preseated to
them of becomwing fully conversant with the
subject during the recess, and will not fail to
bring up an elaburate report upon the next
meebing of Parlinment, us to the result of
their researches.

Mr. RANDELL: Thare i no doubt that
what this resolution aims at is, ns the hon,
wmember for the Murray has divulged, the pay-
ment of n Lonus for the preserving of vege-
tables. Ags, however, the supply of vegetables
in the green stute is hardly sufficient, I do not
think the time has arrived for preserving
them ; but if the enquiry asked for does not
involve theexpenditure of public money, and
the Government benr in mind that they will
have to justify next session any action they
may take on this matter, I do not think there
will be any objection to the motion,

Mr. MORAN: I cannot see why those who
are interested in the cultivation of vegetables
caanot utilize the ndvantages of getting land
gratis from the Crown. lixcelleni soil, good
rainfall, a suitable climate, railway communi-
cntion alniost to their doors, and refrigerating
cars and storage to pursue their industry,
without nsking for any further assistance from
the Government. I do not see why theve
should be sowe undefined aml undefinable
scheme for preserving vegetables, which asks
for the intervention of the Houses of Purlin-
ment and of the Government. [ do not per-

© ceive what else can be done in o reasonable

the -

way to assist the production of vegetaliles or
to cause people to go on the land, and the
resolution ssems to me to he unnecessary.
'l'here iz no place in the world whera there is
80 good a warket for vegetables, and Tum aot
prepared to go the length of creatingn scheme
of State sociklism in this watter ,and of pro-
moting the growth of vegetables under tiov-
ern ment patronuge.

Mr, WOOD: [ think, in view of the hack-
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ward state of the prodnction of the colomy,
that something should be done in the shape
of yranting bonuses to encourage the growth
of froit and vegetables, in order that these
commodities may he obtained at a reasonable
price. After the bonuses had given a good
start to the industries to which I refer, the
grants could cease, and the public would have
the benefit of a cheap and adequate supply of
fruit and vegetables, and it would be found
that the money had heen well spent. There
ia no doubt that if we do not do something in
this direction, the vegetable markef of this
colony will have to be supplied from Ade-
laide, which would be a standing disgrace to
West Austealia.

Mg. GEORGE: I should lilte to point out
to the hon. member for Yilgarn, that Man-
durah, where large quantities of vegetables
could be grown opr ewam) lands, especially in
the sumwer time when they are scarcest, has
not o railway to its doors, as the hon, member
from what he has said, seems to think, but
is distant 16 miles from the Sonth-Western
Railway, 8o that it is impossible to eart the
vegetables so long a distance, with the railway
journey superandded, without greatly deterior-
ating their quality, to say nothing of the
transit. But thereis no doubt that Man-
durah is the place to produce vegetables for
the goldfields in a preserved state, if somein-
ducement is given to capital and enterprise
to embark in thisindustry.

Mg, R. F. SHOLL: I hope that next session
the Government will try and give the Legis.
lative Counecil a little more work than they
have had this year, so that hon. members wiil
have something better to do than denwing
their attention to such matters as the very
important motion they have sent down here,
I dare eny the motion was passed in a few
miuutes in the other Chamber, and it has
occupied nearly half an hour of our time
here. 'The motion is of no value, for it is well
known how vegetables can best be procured ;
and as for the payment of bonuses for

the production of vegetables, that 1is
a, thing with which the Government
bave, I submit, nothing to do. I con-

gider that the vesolntion is worded am-
biguously, and that instead of providing
that the Government should Le asked to in-
quire as to the Lest steps to be taken to
encounrage the production and preservation of
vegetables, it should have provided for the
payment of honuses ou the production of vege-
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tables, which I am of opinion was its
renl object. Well, it is no doubt within the
recollection of hon. members that a bonus was
given for the production of jam, and that n
condition was wade that a certain quantity
had to be produced hefore the bonus was paid.
The firms to whom the bonus was offered ful-
filled that condition and received the bonus,
and onfter the first year the production of jam
did not increase. The only thing that would
encourage indnstries of that deseription, in-
cluding the production of vegetables, would
be n demand.

Tup PrEMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : Surcly
there is a demand for jaw in the colony.

Me. R. F. SHOLL: There wmay be a
demand for jam, bur T think the imported
article is in more demand, heing cheaper.
However, I do not think that any industry
cenn he fostered by bonuses, and I alto-
getber deprecnte the system of giving them.
With regard to what the hon. member for
West Perth has said, that vegetables would
have to be imported from the Eastern colo-
nies if some encouragement to local produe-
tion is not given, I do not think that what-
ever amount of duty was put on potatoes, for
instance, the local market wonld be able to
compete with the markets of the Eastern col-
onies, because the sl in those colonies ia
much hetter. At uny rate, in Perth and Free.
mantle and other centres of populatiun, voge-
tables are cheaper than they were 50 years
ago, and that has been brought about by
Chinese gardeners turning the swampy lands
into vegetable gardens and marketing their
produce., Ifa motion weretabled providing that
some inducement should be given to those who
convert the swampy lands of the colony
into vegetable gardens, [ am sure that the
hon, member for West Perth wounld be one of
the first to indignantly protest agoinstits
being carried, while in regard to the reso-
lution before the committee he iz prepared
to countenance the payment of portion of the
money of the State to support a bonus system,
which in my opinion ja not a good line of
policy to udopt.

Question put, and division called for.

Mr. R. F. Snowy, eluimed for the Noes the
vote of the hon. member for the Murray (Mr.
George),who had seated himself with the Ayes,
on the ground that the hon. member had
given his vote for the “Noes.”

Tre Acrive-CHaRuaN said no bhon. mem-
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ber could, after giving his voice on one side,
vote ina division on the other side.
Mgr. GEeoree crossed the floor of the
House and voted with the Noes, as directed.
‘I'he divigion was then taken, with the fol-
lowing result :—

Ayes 8
Noes 8
A tie o
AYES. Nozs.
Mr. Burt Mr. George
Mr. Cookworthy Mr. Loton
Sir John Forrest Mr. Moran
Mr, A. Forrest Mr. Randell
Mr, Lefroy Br. Simpson
Mr, Richardson Mr. R. F. Sholl
Mr, Wood Mr. H. W, Sholl
Mr, James (Telfer). Mr. Leake (Zeller).

The voting being equal, the Acting-Chair-
man gave his casting vote with the Noes,

Motion, for the adoption of the resolution,
thus negatived.

Ordered—That o Message be transmitted
to the Legislative Council, acquairting that
body that the Legislative Assembly had dis-
agreed to the resolution.

Me. GEORGE: Sir, if I am in order, [
would like to ask if there iz anything I can
do in ¢rder to have it recorded that I have
had to vote against the resolutiom, when I
wished to vote forit? I think it was un-
worthy of the hon. member for the Gascoyne
tohave tricked me, o young and inexperienced
mewber ag I am, in the manner he did.

Me. R. F. SHOLL : I don’t think the hon.
member is justified in saying that what I did
was unworthy, or that I tricked him. 1really
thought the Noes had a majority of one with-
out the hon. member’s vote. He is always so
anxious, Sir, to call for divisions when it is
quite unnecessary to do so, that I thought on
this ocersion I wounld claim his vote on the
ground that I have stated.

Mz. SIMPSON: Sir, [ might point out that
the hon. member for the Murray is not singu-
lar in his experience in this matter. [ notice
that the hon. member used the word “ tricked ™
in regard to the hon. member for the Gas-
coyne, which, I am sure, he did not mean to
use.

Mz. (GzoraEe: Oh, yes, I did.

Me. SIMPSON: Well, what I rose for was
to state that I was similarly treated by the
Hon. the Premier last session.

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Sir,
Irise tosay that I have never claimed any
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hou. member’s vote in the manner enggested
Ly the hon. member for Gernldton.

TneSPEAEER:Idonotthick thebon. mem-
ber for the Murray was in order in deseribing
the action of the hon. member for the Gas-
coyne as an unworthy trick.  What the hon.
member for the Gascoyne did, in claiming the
vote of the hon. member for the Murray for the
Noes, was in accordance with the Parliament-
ary practice ; apd nothing that is in nceordance
with Parliomentary practice can be designated
an unworthy trick.

Mr. GEORGE ; Sir, I withdraw those
words, but at the same time I st say that I
think it wonld have been perhaps more kind if
the hon. membuer for the Gascoyne had con-
ceded that I am an inexperienced member of
this House. He knew very well how [ was
going to vote and what my feelings were with
regard to the resolution. [ think I am en-
titled to say, in regnard to what the hon. mem-
ber for the Gascoyme snid about my ealling
for nnnecessary divisions, that I am the hest
judge of that matter.

WATER AND ELECTRIC WORKS LICENSE
BILL,

SECOND READING,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Sir,
Irise to move the second reading of this Bill
*to encourage the construction of wuater-
works and electric works by private enter-
prise.” I think I must apologise to the
House for introducing this measure so late
in the sessioz. I regret it very much. and it
will be for hon. mewbers Lo say whether they
will pass it or not for that reason; but the
Governwent considered that it was necessary
to deal with the question of supplying water
to the Eastern goldfields, nt once,becanse,there
isno doubt that the water question on the
goldfields is one that will have to be dealt
with either by private enterprise or by public
effort. Itis known, of course, by all hon.
members that the Government have expressed
themselves ns opposed to the coustruction of
railways and other great works of that
character by private individuals,. We are all
of opinion that it is better in the interests of
the colony that raiiways should be owned und
worked by the State; but I do not think we
have commitited ourselves so fur as to
say that we are opposed to encouraging
private enterprise in most other direckions,
and especially do I think the obtaining and
carryin g of water to the waterless parts of
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the colony by private enterprise is & matter

that the Government should encourage in
every way that is possible, For that reason
we propose in this Bill that it shall be lawful

L ASSEMBLY.)

for the Governor to issuc a license for two |
purposes, viz.:—* (1) Authorising any per-

“son or corporation to lay down water wains
“on or under any land, whether vested in
“ the Crown or not, or on, or under,any public
* road, for the purpose of conducting water to
“ be afterwards used and sold by the under-
“takers.,” (2} " Authorising the undertakers
“to establish electric power generating sta-
' tions, and to erect posts and lead overhead
“or underground ¢n any land,whether vested
*“in the Crown or not, or «n any public road,

“main and Lranch electric calles from the |

" snid stations to uny parts of the colony, nnd
* to sell and distribute ¢lectric power for all
“ purposes.” {n regard to the first, the
waterworks quesfion, there seems to e no
doubt that the extensive pgoldfields to the
castward will have to be supplied with water
frowm this part of the colony. [t may be pos-
sible for them to go on as they are now for
some time, but every day convinces me more
strongly that ultimately water will have to be

Waterworks Bill,

said before, it is very much to be regretted
that such is the case; but I am altogether
opposed to uny scheme for taking other than
fresh water thera. A proposal has been made
to we having for its object the conveyance of
salt v-ater on to the Coolgardie goldfield from
Lsperance Bay; but I do not think we should
encourage such & scheme in any way. Fresh
water going into the rich seil which abounds
at Coolgardie, and in the digtrict, will make
it productive, and irrigation even, to some
extent, may be practised; but sall water
would do more harm than good, and would
kill all the vegetation with which it would
come into contact. I think T may say this,
that the question of the water supply on these
goldfields is one to which the Goveranment have
already givea o great deal of thought, and is
one which has compelled them to resolve to
give it greater aftention inthe future; and
unless private individuals are willing to under-
tuke this work,there ia not the slightest doubt

" that the Government will have to deal with

conveyed from the rivers near the coast to the .

Coolgnrdie and Yilgarn goldfields. I do not
think that this proposal should frighten the

people of this colony. 1t is to be regretted

that there is mot u large quantily of fresh
water avuilable in that auriferous distrvict, but
the fact remains that there ia a great scarcity,
and that that scarcity is not likely to Leover-
come, at any rate by horing. That being so,
there seems to be ne reason why we should
not encourage persons who are willing to luy
down water mains from the rivera near the
coast to that arid though very auriferous dis-
trict. Hon. membera will notice that in this
Bill it ia proposed not to grant any monopoly
to wnny company or person. If it had
lieen proposed to give any particular com-
hinntion of persons any monopoly or
any pre-emptive rights,
could not have
this description so late in the session;
but seeing that there is not any monopoly to
be given either to personssupplying water or
to persons aupplying electric power, it seems
to me that o good deal of the difficulty is
removed from the passing of this Bill. There
is no duubt that the whole of the Eastern
goldfields at the present time suffer a very
greut deal from a want of water, and, as T

the Government
introduced a measure of

the question themselves.
is an abundance of fresh water

Luckily there
on the

const. We have rivers, such as the Moore
and the Murray, which run all the
year round and are capable of supplying

all  the water that is required on the
goldfields in question. In regard to the pro-
posal of the Bill to license persous to supply
electric power to the goldfields, I am not in n
position to speak with any authority, but it
has been pointed out to me that electric power
can be genernted at one spot, and taken a long
distance for use, na i3 done, for instance, at
Niagara, where the celebrated falls of that
name are used in the generating of electric
power, which is conveyed on wires to the city
of Buffalo, seventy miles distant. There is
at the present time an offer before the Govern-
ment to supply the Coolgardie goldfields with
electric power from some central station. It
thut ¢can be done—and I am assured by those
who are moving in the matter that it can be
~—if it ie possible to generate electricity some-
wheve near the coast and take it on wires to
the Coolgardie goldfields, where it can be dis-
tributed by means of small dynamos, then, I
think, the scheme will revolutionise the work-
ing of the machinery on that field.

Mg. Simpson : They are doing it in New
South Wales now.

Tue PEEMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest): Well,
if it can be done, I see no reason why we should
not give the people, whu ure able to do so, an
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opportunity to carey it out. I have received
cablegrams from velinble persons in London
snying they nre able to carry this project out,
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if the Government will obtain the necessary

anthority to give them « license to undertake
the work, und with that object in view the
Government have introduced this measure.
‘the Government have heen usked to include
other classes of woriia in the Bill, as, forin-
stance, the construction of tramways for the
¢ity, hut the Government, knowing in the first
place that the Standing Ondders winid prevent
thew frow doing that, anil alse in view of the
fuct that we arve cppused B private individuala
maoaging ruilways aod tramways, declined 1o
accerle to the request. At the sume time T
consider thal the proposals to snpply water
and electric power Lo the goldfields are worthy
of consideration, and the Government, alter
considering the mutter, vesolved to usk the
House to empower them, by the Bill which is
hefore hon, mrvmbers, to icsue licenses to the
persons who wish to cavry out these projeets,

At 630 p.m. the Chaiviman keft 1he chair,

At 730 p.m, the Chairman resumed the
chair.

Mz. WNOD, resnming the debate an the
Bill, said: 1 have no ntention of opposing it,
but 1 thiuk the matteris one that requires very
great considerntion, hecause the Bill creates o
new departure by opening up something new
to the people of thiscolony, if not new else-
where.  So far as the opening rewmarks of the
Premier are concerned, ! was not sutisfied,
from thew, that this method of dealing with
such projects will really benefit the colony.
By giving to private ¢crmpanies such powars
as this Bill proposes, we may be creating
troubles such as those which have been ex-
perienced in conmection with the Midland
Railway Comnpany, the Grent Southern Ruil-
way Company, and other great corporntions
that have acquired interests in this colony.
Therefore T, for onv, nin not ugreeable to Jend-
ing ngsistance to any Govermuent togetintoa
hole, for the sake of showing a great amount
of iugenuity in getting out of it, The Bil
gives immense powersto persons who nre ealled
the undertukers—powers such as are given
ander the Ruilways Act of 1878. ['The Pre-
MIER : That is about takiog 'aed.] [ should
like to know whether these undertakers
will heve power to send telegrams over
any electric cable  line whickh may bLe
constructed, ulse whether the Government
will have s le control over the location
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of & company’s pumping stations and other
applinnces. Altogether, this Bill requirea very
great consideration on the part of this House;
and my only reason for not opposing it is that
I have very grest confidence in the Govern-
nent, nnd feel pretty safe in supporting any-
thing they bring forward for the benefit of the
country, believing they will not wndertake
auything that is likely to he detrimental to
the interests of the country, The confidence
I have in the Government is the only ground
on which T support this Bill, which I do not
understand very wuch. Such n measure may
be in operation in other colonies, but it is
quite new in this colony, and we should be
cureful in granting concessions to private cor-
porations. [ think the construction of these
works ought to the undertaken by the Govern-
ment, in sowe way, and that such powers
ghonld mnot be given to private corporations.

Mp, JAMES: ‘I'here is handly any member
of the House who will fail to recognize the im-
portance of this Bill, and the very extensive
and exceptional powers we are giving to the
Guverment under the Bill. Yov that reraon [
was somewhat astonished to find several mem-
hers were anxious that the second rending
should pass without conument. [ think this is
far too important a Bill too pass in this way.
1 recognise that, under the local conditions of
this colony, it isnecessnry tocarry ont the ends
nimed atby this B:1, and that extensive powers
should be given to the Governwent. Thevefore
I think we shall bave to give powers more or
less extensive; but it is a guestion whether
the powers in this Bill nre not too extensive,
and wheiher weshould not, in the Bill itself,
impose certain limits beyond which no Go-
vernment should go or be allowed to step.
The members of this Government must re-
cogrise the epormous power this Bill gives to
the Government for the time being; ond al-
though we rejoice in hnving at presenta (Go-
vernuient who are likely to wutch very care-
fully the exercise of the powers given by this
Bil}, yet the time winy come when we may not
have such n Government. [The Premizm:
What are these great powers?] Under this
Bill, power iz given to enable persons to ercet
water works in commection with any or every
town in the cotony. | do not see any provision
for app'ying this Bill specially to the gold-
fields. The proviso in Clause 3, that no strect
or thoroughfare in a wunicipality shall be
entered upon without the consent of the
municipality, is a limitation ; but, with that
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exception, the provisions of the Bill apply to
every part of the colony. Itisa very exten-
sive power, to give the Government the sole
right of saying what, in the paat, here or clse-
where, has always been left For Parlinment Lo
say, in each cuse, by means of a private Bill.
I do not think that a power so extensive
ae thir cxists elsewhere; but, st any rate,
there wnnot be a question that this
general power is a moat extensive one
to give to & Government. Clause 7
givea to the Government the power of grant-
ing a license to the undertakers of particulis
works for a period of 21 ycars; and, further,
thut the Governor, if so desired by the under-
takers, may grvant a further continuance ot
the license for another termn of 21 years, on
such terms as Parliament may first approve of.
I think the first term of 21 years is itself too
long. [THE PreMIER : No monopoly is tobe
granted.] Well, if the undertabkers desire to
go heyond the first term of 21 years, [ do not
think we should provide a machinery which
almost invites them to apply for an extension,
It would be hetter to give to the Government
the right of grunting o power for A maximuam
time, and, if any extension he afterwards
required, the undertakers should come fto
Parliament for sanction by mweans of a private
fill. There is a grent difference hetween n
private Bill of that kind, and & general
Hill of this kind. Ttis swd that no monopely
ia {0 be given Ly this Bill. To a certain
extent, that is true; but, for all practical
purposes, the granting of a licenase for a
large undertaking would be a monopoly
in its effect, because if a large work, involving
perhaps a million of woney, be once establish-
ed, it will be practically a monopoly in the
hands of the company which carries it on, and
which has induced the public to depend on
it. It will be within the power of such a
company to so conduet the supply of the
clectric power or the water as to pre-
vent apy sompeling cowpany from gaining
o tooting agninst them, for when such a com-
pany is once established, it has absolute control
of that which it supplies to the public, and we
know how difficult it has been, even with a
small monopoly like that of a Gaa Company,
for other competitors or even forthe local
Municipnl Council to estallish gas works in
competition with those existing in the place.
In Perth, for instance, there would be no legal
impediment to the City Council in establishing
gas or electric lighting works ou their own
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account ; but the competition of the existing
company, and the special inducements it might
offer under pressure to its customers, do make
the existing works a pructical monopoly.
Supposing & new company were formed fur
undertaking large works, under this Bill, the
effect would he that any other cowmpoany
attempting to compete on the same lines would
be hundicapped by having to fuce an expendi-
ture of perhaps a million of money, and by the
power of the first company in being able to go
ronnd fo its custoniers and say, “Unless you
agree to take from us exclusively for five
years, we shall cut off the supply.” So that,
for practical purposes, such & license woull be
a monopoly. But our great protection is that,
by granting these rights fo private corpora.
tiens, we shall be giving to the goldfields
that which they  want—fresh water
and clectric power— though if it should turn
out that fresh water is tobe found on the fields,
so much the hetfer for the fields and for the
colony. 'Therefore, while I recognise thut this
license will have to he given, we shall bedoing
wrong if we do not recognise the enormons
powerswe are giving to the Governmentin the
Bill, The most important matter isthat nnder
Clange 3 ; and in view of the possibility of onr
having, at some time, a Government which
might not be altogether henest, it wounld he a
great safeguard ageinst any hnproper exercise
of the powers given by this Bill, if we were to
add to thigclause a proviso that the terms and
conditions of every Jicense so granted shall be
published in the Government t/usette, and not
comeinto forcenntil a month after such publica-
tion. By doing that, weshallatall events necess-
itate that everything dune under Cluuse 3 shall
he in open daylight. We give extensive power
by these essentin! terms and conditions, and
the public who are affected by these licenses
should have a right to know whut are the
terms and conditions under which any com-
pany 8o licensed is to #xercise its powers; be-
sidea which, by requiring this publication in
the Gazelle, we shall be doing something to
discourage shady transactions on the part of
those persoms who may be so inclined. I
notice that a needlessly extensive power
is given by Clunse 15, which enables
o licensed company to wmake by-laws for regnl-
sting the conduct and duties of their agents
and servants, and imposing penalties on them
for offences agninst such by-laws. If that
power exists in connection with the Midland
or the fireat Southern Railwny Cowpany, I
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can only say it ought not to have been
granted. I do not see why any corporation to
be licensed under this Bill should have the
right to wake special regulations, nnder which
they cun subject their agents and servants to
penalties, and have power, under this Bill, to
imprisen such offenders if they do not pay the
money penalties. The ordinary law of the
land should be sufficient to give these com.
pauies all the remedy they are entitled to, in
such cases. Whea the Goldfields Bill was
intely beforc this House, ohjectionwas taken to
the existence of the clause which gave power
to make and enforce regulations. Tt was said,
if we passed that section, it would be gquickly
copied. Strangely enough, that prevision has
bean copied in Clause 39 of the Explosives
Bill; and, strangely enongh, it has been copied
again in this Bill. Now the perssns who may
make by-laws, under this Bill, are private in-
diviauals; and all they have to do will be to
obtain the approval of the Governor-in-
Council, and then they can practically
legislate ; becanse that clanse saya that
“ All regulations and by.laws muade under this
Act shall e published in the Gouvernment
Guocette, and shall be laid lLefore Parliament
within fourteen days after such publication if
Parlimment be then sitting, and if Parliament
be not then sitting, within fourteen days nfter
its next weeting”—that is the usnal provision ;
but the c¢lause goes on to say—* and when so
published shall have the force of law, and shall
continue in force unless repealed or altercd as
oforesaid or disallowed by both Houses of
Parlinment.” Here, then, you are copying, in
connection with thia Bill relating to private
companies, that which you have already copied
in connection with the Yxplosives Bill, namely
the exceptional and dangerous power which is
given by the Goldfields Bill in reference to the
making of by-lnws. This clause provides that
the by-laws so made nre to be laid before
Parlisment within Fourteen days; but it alse
says that, when published, the by-laws shall
have the force of Jow unless and until repealed
or altered or disnllowed by both Houses of
Parliament. The companies will thng be put
in an exceptional position; avod although
the wording of this clanse is not the
same a8 the clause in the Goldfields Bill, the
effect is the same. Suppose you had a Con-
servative Government in power, and they pass-
ed certain by-laws nader this Bill; those by-
laws conld be upset or modified only by get-
ting the ennsent of both Houses of Parliament
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to unde what the Government had done.

. Therefore, unless thet Conservative Govern.

raent could be replaced by a Liberal one, there
would be no means of upsetting these by-laws,
This is not a condition that is inserted in any
other legisiation dealing with these points.
Similar provisions in English Acts do not go
on to say, as this clanse does, that the by-lawa
made nnder a Statute shall have the force of
law, unless and unti! repenled or medified or
disallowed by both Honses of Parlinment, We
should not give to any individuals, nor to any
Government, the power to legislate during u
recess. I should like to see the alterations I
have indicated made in the Bill, because I do
not think we can deal with this subject too
carefully, having regard to the grent powers
given by the Bill itvelf.

Mr. GEQRGE: ''he Premier, who is re-
aponeible for this Bill, changes his mind like
that far-famed fabulous animal which changes
its spots. For here is a Bill to encourage
syndicates, whereas last session we had a
different statewment frow the Premier, which I
pow wish the House to listen to while I quote
from it, though the hon. gentleman now seems
to have turned his back on what he then
aaid. He then told us along rigmarole, which
I may ecall nonsense, becausa he has now
turned his back on it.

Tue PrReEMIER : Not at all.

Mgr. GEORGE : I think you have, because
you said, lugt sessiom, in speaking on the
Address-in-Reply: “ We would have to pay
interest just the same,and we would have to
make the thing puy, or clse these people counld
not curry on their railway” Upen thatT
suy if you knock out ‘‘reilway” nnd put in
“water works” ov “ electric power,” the two
cases will be indentical, ‘The Premier wenton
to say: “ But how are these people going to
make this railway pay, unless it comes out of
those who use the railway, just the same as if
it were made by the Government.” These
were the hon. genfleman's words, last session,
against syndicates. His actions, this session,
are to encourage syndicates. I am going
to support this Bill because the Premier has at
last agen what is the best thing for this colony
—-that instead of the Government runmning
everything in thecolony,they aregoingto let
private enterprise carry cut sowe of the under-
takings; that instead of the Government
carrying on that huge system of day-work
which has been inaugurated in regard to
some great pnblic works, which system 1 con-
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sider un incubus und o wistulke, they are going
to call in private enterprise t> do what it
should have been allowed to do before, and
which no Government shonld attewpt to
carry out. In introducing this Hill, the
Promier said that at this stage of the sessinn
he did not propose to take leng over this Hill

Tup PREMIER : I beg your pardon. I did
not: saay that.

Mg. GEORGE: 1 took down your words.

‘I'ue PrEMIER: You made a wistake
doing z0.

Me. GEORGE : [ was poing to tell the
Premier that, ulthough he way be anxions ti.
prorvogue, and the House way be anxious (e
prorogue, and the hon. member for the Murruy
may alse be anxious to do so, yet that is no
argument for not sufficiently considering aun
important Bill like this, when brought io at
the end of the session; the smne as when an
importunt Bill wns brought in the other night
{* Engine Spaiks Tire {'revention Bill”), the
Government put in a clanse exempting the
Government railways from the operation of
thut measare. So far as this Bill is concerned,
I think the principle should be encournged,
bot wa shounld wee that it does not confer tao
wuch power. Ministers are now giving up
the idea that nobody but the Government can
dao these large works, and they are going to
invite private enterprise to step in. There 1r
a lot in the Bill which will require very care-
ful consideration ; and I trnst the Government
will not endeavor to rush this Bill through
committee, but will allow fair discussion an its
provigions. [ must say that some of the Bills,
in this session, have not had fair discussion,
In Clanse4 of this Bill, it is prnctically pro-
posed to give, to any persons whom the
Government muy license for the purpose, the
same power and rights and privileges, for en-
tering upon and taking private land, as are
given to the Commissioner of Railways under
the general Actof 1878. Well. U hope that
those persons to whom these large powors
are tobe given will use them with more
tact than is shown io ,using them in econ-
nection with Goverminent works. I also
think, S$ir, thut Clause 7 requires consider-
able attention on the part of the
Attorney-General. At present it reads that
any of these companies ean obtain, at any time,
an extension of their lease for n further period
of 21 years. 'Thia would pive thema lease of
42 years, and Tdo not think the provision is
either right or necessury, |The PremiER:

in
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But it must be with the approval of the Pavlia-
ment.] Quite s0. We know that isall right
so far as it goes, but 1 do pot think it is wise,
There 18 another thing T should like to see
brought in, and that is some provision where-
by at the expiration of 21 years, or some other
time, these properties should revert to the
Stete. ‘There is no reason why this should not
be the case, becanse it is & proctice frequently
adopted in other conntrien and it is guite fair,
Then again, T think that in addition to the
power already giver for the State to purchnse
any of these undertakings,there should be pro-
vision for verifying the cost of lund, ete., at the
present time.  If this is done, it will prevent
a great deal of dispute in the future While
we are diseussing the guestion of encouraging
private enterprise, I think we should incorpor-
ote the power to lay down tramways and rail-
ways. Exnctly the same nrgumentas which can
be nand with forece in favor of the other
hyunches nf the Bill, can be ured in support of
extending the privilege to tramways, It
would rlieve our Railway Department and
the Comnnssioner, and thus private enterprise,
without monopoly, would give general satis-
faction and meet the wanis of the different
districts far better then they are nttended to
ab the present time, 1 think that if care waa
taken as to the way these private railways
were carried ount, it would be a grea: velief and
prevent the vecessity of the State borrowing
large sums of money o meet the requirements
of the colony.

Mr. MOXAN : | have no doubt, Sir, that
this Bill has leen designed more particularly
with the view of meeting the wants of the
goldfields than auything else. From what
little one cun henr privately in regard to the
causes leading to the introduction of this
measure, it is not in contemplation at the pre-
gent Lime to carry the works on for the henefit
of any other distriets. This Bill aima ut giving
private companies the legal power to supply
the goldfields with what they at the present
time require. Firstly, there ia the power to
supply water, and secondly, the power to
supply electric force to the fielde, T believe
itis fairly well underatood that there is n
powerful syndicnte in London, comprising
some of the leading mechanical enginesrs and
scientific authoritiea, wha are prepared to
aftempt and snpply the necessary power to the
fields from machinery soinewhere on the const.
It is power to drive the plants and batteries
we most require on the fields und prevent the
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mines languishing, Whether the plans of this
vomipaby can be curried into effect is guite
anobher thiny : at any rabe, it is » question, not
for this House, but for the people who wre to
find the money necessary to curey the scheme
inte effect.  The scheme to supply the needs
of the fields from stations three ov four hundred
miles away on the coast may prove successful.
'That is sumething we can only hold our wwn
opinion ahout. We recol ect that some time
ago n gentleman wrote to the papers com-
plaining of the fact that he could not et
congessions to tap the Swan Kiver ol sume
point, nud from that point supply Southern
Cross und Coolgardie with fresh water. It
was snid vhis gentlemun hud awple money
at his back, and this we inay believe or dis-
believe just as we plense. 1t the mothods
proposed to be employed prove succe.stul, it
will be a great thiag for this country, und
cousidering the fact thut ample care has been
taken to prevent unything like a onopoly, 1
think there can be no harn in allowing this Bill
to go through. Of course there are severnl
mabters of detail upon which we are not litely
to be unanimous, und these can be discussed
o committee, T am glad the opportunity is
gong to be given for private enterprise to
carry vut these works, The system is one 1
have always strongly advocated, and L sup-
ported the hon. member for Almay when he
Laid some simibur scheme before the House
in connective with the Murchison railway. |
will most heartily support nny legislation that
has the olightest hope of wmeeting what we
require on the goldticlds; in fact, I have cun-
stuntly agitated iu this direction.  OF course,
as [ said i.efore. vhe proposal tovaise this power
900 fuet wuy be successfulor it wny not. L
am inclined to think the latter, but no doubt
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support. It  will enable pewple who
asce capable of supplying water tu the gold-
fields tv du su, begause the Guvernment have
gignally failed in their endeavors in this re-
speot, L have no donit the Goverent have
the bwest of intentions, but we know the way
t o certain place is paved with good inien-
tions. [ M. Hareer: Who knows 7! 1 can tedl
the bon. member who will know some day.
The way to the goldfields uppears to be puved
with the sume material, but tue people pever
get their water supply. However, Luw pleased
the Guvernment are now giving private enter-
prise a chance of carrying vut what they them-
selves have failed over. Let me tell the
Government thut the water question is going
to be o more serious guestion on the goldficlds
this swinmer than it ever was before, and thet
is un unforlnnate position which could have
been avoided.

Me. B. }. SHonn: The Governwmeut have
done teo wuch for the goldfields.

Ms. MORAN : If that ig an, then what they
hav- done hus not been in the proper direstion.
& greal deni of the work will be ustless.
What the Government should do is to bring
forward sowe coinprehensive scheme for sceur-
ing n supply of wrtesian water, L think they
stowd offer & substuntial, lineral, and oven
muniticent reward  for the solutivn of the
water duligulty. 1 think every legilimate
schueme, which has tor its object che supply
of power und water to the guldfields, should be
hewrtily encouraged by the Government.

Mu. SIMPSON: 1T intend to support the

- gecond rending of this Bill, hecanse [ think it
" iscaionlated to do i consideruble amount of

the pevple concerned huve properly figured it -

out. The vnly thing [ feel it necessary we
should guard against is that there should be
nu monopoly, and this is fully provided for in
the Bill.  there is anpother
whith weshould encourage private enberprise,
amd it would he wgreat boon to the people
living on the fields. I refer to the cluss of
people whoare compelled to puy enormous suws
of money in order 1o secure the carvinge of
their gooda. [t will be a great thing for the
goldfields if they can be supplied with portable
vailways. I aw strongly in favor of the
principle of allowing private enterprise to
carcy ont works of this character, and conse-

direction with

i
\
|
|

zood in the lack conntry. ‘There s no quesiion
that the work propused to be done can only
he carried ont with the aid of very cunsider-
able capitul. Tt proposesto give power to
privats companies t6 farmish both power and
water, and the question whether it will pay
the companies who nuodertake the work or
nut, is one fer the companies to work out
themsclves, | have wo doulit they have gone
into the matter very carefully. I quite agree
with the hon, member for East Perth that
the Bill is one we shonld inost earefully con-
sider when it is8 in gommitéee, but the
weneral principlen should receive the support
of every member of the House. If any
scheme can be carried into praetical working
it will aid the goldfields of this colony more
than anything etse. 1t will assist in the

quently this Bill has my wost cordial 1 econowical working of the fields, =znd the
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power need not be distributed as it i3 ab
present, where we ses plants and mills going
on small areus side by side, when ovne is
using sufticient power for the lot. The
method adopted at present is one of wilful
waste ; and, with the more profituble work-
ing of these fields, there is no question
they will be very largely developed. I think
the Rill is one the provisions of which can be
best deult with in commiltee, and there it
should he carefully deliberated over. There is
one thing I should like to see omitted, and that
is the wretched word ““undertakers.” Tt reads
most peculiavly in some parts.  Hon. members
will recogmise this when they refer toCluuse3,
which states u license may be issued * for the
' purpose ot comducting water to be ufter-
“ wards uged and seld by the undertnkers.”

Surely, we can nlfain a better word than
that.
Mr, HARI'ER: L[ awn not certain, $ir, that

we will be doing a wise thing if we deal with
sugh an important Bill as thia upon such
short notice and on almoet the closing dey of
the session. It involves interests of the widust
extent, and it is impossible to properly con-
sider it. [ do not say it would not be a good
thing if vndertakings of this kind could he es-
tublished, but the notice is far too short. We
may take it that the proposal is one to be
curried out Ly the introduction of foveign
cupital, and that would have to le considered.
We wust copsider that ihe interesis of the
whole colony have to be regarded in a case of
this sort. Itis all very well {o say there is to
be no monopoly, but onca a privilege like this
is obtained by one wealthy corporation, they
practically enjoy a monopely. It is possible,
should the caleulations of these people prove
cortect, that in o few years tine they might
be deriving a8 wuch revenue from their
works us the revenne of the colony, and
a corporation with this power would be
u most dangerous Lody to be in existence in
u colony like this. | do no think itis wise for

us to puss a weasure of this kind wit hout be-

ing uble togive move careful conzideration to
the wholesnbject. We ghould be able to go into
the ealenlations snd ree for ourselves what the
result of such a Bill will be, We hear just now
a great deal nbout the results of the operations
of company prowoters, and vne expeessivn is
ofteu used, that itis the first robbers who Jdo the
best out of these schemes. 1t is certain that
the people who propose to bring the undertak-
ing forwurd ure not the people who willeurry it
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out. Itisnot merely ascheme for getting up o
company to float in Leondon, leaving those in-
sbrumental in fortning il to get out, and
thus leave the others to curryit out. It is by
far too lurge an undertakicy to deal with at
such a lutestage of the session.

Mg. R. ¥. SHOLL: While [ intend {o sup-
port the principle of thia Bill, I agree with
what has fallen from the hon. member
for Beverley, and that is, that this is an im.
portant mensura which might very easily have
been brought forwurd earlier in the session,
and not rushed through at the last mowent.
It is not the sort of measure to be earried out
by the suspension of the Standing Orders, and
by the setting aside of every form of the
House. I think itis most inadvisable for us to
depurt from Lhe requirements of the Standing
Orders in regard to schemes of this character.
We sliould nottreat them innny way differently
from the way we would treat s private Bill. This
Bill is of such a very important character,
enabling the promoters to go even on to
suburban lards, thut it should have heen re-
ferred to a Select Committee. There is not
time for that now. [ regret there is so much
rush about it. I find the Biil gives the pro-
moters the same power us thut held by the
Commissioner of Huilways, and that is to take
one-twenticth of u person’s lund.

Tug Premer (Hon. sir J. Forrest): Yes,
but they have to pay for it.

Mgr. B. ¥. SHOLL: The Cowmmissioner of
Railways has not to pay for it.

Tue Premes (Hon. 8Sir J. Forrest): That
is true, but these people have. HRead
Clause 3.

Mg. R. F. BHOLL : I think Clanse 4 gives
them power to tuke this lund. It is true
Cluuee 3 may wake compersation necessury.
'I'bis is a provision we should he most caveful
over. At any rate, while I support tbe prin-
ciple of this Bill, I wholly object to the nanner
in which the Standing Gvders ure being evaded.
I'ne Bill will give the (Government oo much
power, and I do not think it advisable that
public companies should be ullowed to con-
struct works of this character, without going
threagh the wsual form for introducing and
carrying private Bills, or withoat the usual
notice to the pullic. T have no doubt this
Bill will be of great importance to the colony,
if itg provisions can be carried into effect. Too
often we hear a lot about schemes of this sort,
but when it comes to plunking down the
money we beat no more ubout thew. When the
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Bill is in committee I hope the legal mewmbers ! the question is not one we should waste wuch

of the House willstudy it well, so that no un-
due powers will be given to these companies.

Mue: TLLINGWOR'TH: Mr. Spenker, I hope -

I am not waking a mistake when [ suy that I
believe this Bill is very largely the outcome of
u discussion which tock place in this Hounse
last session, and iu which several members
pressed upon the Government the desirability
of wiving 1o persens certuin rizrhts for the
purpose of oltaining water for the wse of cer-
tain centres on the goldficlds, and thar it is
this anggestion which is now being adopted.
‘Fhere is also the right to introduce electric
power. References have been made to the
dangerous powers placed in the hands of the
Govermmwent, but I take it that before any
scheme js assented to there will have heen
sufficient notice of it in the press to indicate
what is proposed, and if the scheme were not
approved of Ly the public, the Governiment
wonld sanction it ut their peril. 'The Govern-
" went would not dare, in a matter of this kind,
to perpetrate anything like ajob, and it would
be only such companies as commended them-
selves to the Goverowment, to the public, and
to Purlisment, that would bLe likely to be
given the powers inlended to he given
under this Biil. I think most of the discussion
which hus tuken pluce could have tuken place
in committey, for the reason that the principle
of the Bill ean scurcely he objected to. Tt
gimply empowers the Government to afford a
right, nnder restrictions, to certain individuals
or companics, ned I take it that it will be with
& number of smuller companies we shall prin-
cipally huve to deal. [ am not locking at the
company with its willions, or t¢ the vigionury
achemes for bringing the wutersome fouror five
huudred miles to one particulnr district. The
Bill will encourage people to sink for water
and supply a dstinct want in all parts of the
colony, | am not satisfied thnt we hnve
urtesinn  water. [ hope we have, but
there can be no doubt whatever we have
an swmple supply of water underground, if
proper weans aee adopted tu utilise it, and it
will be because of these proper measures that
a great many of the difficulties under which
the goldfields labor will be conguered. A
large industry has been established on our
goldfields, and it is necessary there shonld be
a large supply of water and power ; and this
being the case, if certnin rights nre given,
there are people veady to vome forwurd and
make the supplies asuceess. In my judgment

time over, on the second reading. The points
which have been referred to will require sume
consideration in committee, nud the lugal
members of the House can indicate what alter-
ationa should be made. Having this in view,
T think there should be no objection to the
passing of the second reading.

Ma. LEAKE: In common with cther hun
members who have spoken with regurd tosuch
an important measure as this being brought
down 80 late in the session, [ Lhink there is
not sufficient time for its discussion, mwor:
purticulurly when we come to look into the
Bill, and find thut it bristles with difficulties
of deteil, T'here really has not been time to
make this Bill n workable one. 1do not, how-
ever, intend to opposze the sccond reading of
the Bill, nlthough I reserve to nyself the right
of criticising the clamses when we go into
comuittee. The Bill itself is a novel depar-
ture, and | ¢ertainly cannot nnderstand the
pelicy of the Premier in now advocating
the giving of concessions to a cluss of
persons whom, oaly so late as last session, he
was pleased to describe as impecunious ad-
venturers. [ should like to know who the
impeennious adventurers ure, this time, wnd
who are the represcntatives of the syndicute
who are to enrry out this work., 1 wanrd to
koow what induced the Government to rush
this Bill into committee. 1 hope the Premier
will give the House some of the detuils. We
ghould know, for instunce, what applicutions he
has received und what the varions schemes put
forward ure,because something must have oc-
curred to alter theopivion of the Premier. We
must recollect that it was only last session
that he held o very unfavorable idea « f syndi-
cites.  Looking at Hansurd and quoting from
somewhere nbout the same place the hon. menr-
bLer for the Murray quoted from, T find the
Premier said :—* I shonld have thought we
* liad had enough experience of syndicates by
“thistime. If not, we wmust be very hurd to
“gatisfy. All over the place, wherever we
“have had to do with syndicates. it has
“brought us into trouble. Only the other
“ day, wy friend the Attorney-General, when
“ some complicated case was puat before hir.
* toid me he never had any trouble except with
* these syndicates. Everything we have to do
“ with them hus vesulted in troulde, worry and
“anpoyasce,and very often in disaster.”
That is the view the hon. gentleman held wt
that time ubout syndicates. I nced hurdly
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say [ do not guote these expressions with a
view of confirming them or of endorsing themw,
but rather to sliow how necessary it is we
should have further information und further
time to consider this measure. [ potice that
the application of thismeunsure is not restrictel
to the goldficl.s, alshough I fancy, so fur us
the practical effect of the Bill is concerned, it
is only meant to apply in the direction of
assisting in the development of the goldfields
by providing a proper wuter supply and eice-
crical power. 1 do net 1hink we should make
this Bill apply all over the country. There is
uw compuision o people who bring forward
uny of these schenes to put down o deposit by
way of provivg their bona fides and theiv
ability to perform what they undertuke. [
certainly shink there should be a provision fur
the tinding of proper guarantees.

THE Premrre (Hon. Sir J. Fovrest) : There
is no need to put that in the Bill, surely.

Mr. LEAKE : It is a most important
meddure,

Tur ArrorNeEv-UGeNeral (oo 8. Buart):
All that would he provided for in the con-
ditiona.

Mr LEAKE: Quite so, but there is no
guarnnolee it will be done, and it should be
inclnded in the Hill. We have already on
our Stntute Hovk un Act known asthe Tram-
ways Act, und the principles of that wensurs
are mach the sute as those contained in the
Bill before the House, it enables people,
under certain circumstances, to build trawm-
ways, but there must first of all be a pro-
visional order, and in that they have to disclose
the whole of their scheme to the public und
the Government, and the scheme cun then be
fully criticised. Lhe Commissioner of Rail-
ways haa to take ull sorts of precautivns
before he grants o license, and his decision
has to be wnnounced in the ¢overn-
ment Gazette. It wil) be seen, by referving
to the schedules of the 'Lramways Act,
that u certain deposit has to be puidte prove
the bone fides of the applicants. 1 have al-
ways understood that the Premier hwl the
strongest objection against permtting the
hawking ahout of these concessions in London,
and in the face of thie, | really cannot un-
derstand his readiness nt present to grant
these concessions without providing the
ordinary safeguards. Apart from this, I think
the scope of the Bill should be Liwited. So

far as the principle of the Bill is concerned, | |

do not object to it. Clause 4 provides, how-
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ever, that the powers of the people who un-
dertake these works wre to he the same s
those held Ly the Commissioner of Railwanys,
and vice verss. Do hon. members realise what
power it is # Itsuys, in the marginal note:
‘“ undertakers to huve powers of Commissioner
“of Railwaye for entering upon and taking
“private lands.” ‘That { think is poing too
far for a private company. Of course compen
sation hus to be puid, but still the power is fur
too great. T can quite nnderstand why the
Bill has been traued in this off-hand wanper.
It is because the Parliumentury draughtsman
has not hud time to think ont all the details,
and therefore to suve thwoe has embodied an
enactment ~imilar to 1that of the lund-grant
railwaye. ‘o give these persons the suwe
powers as those of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways isn very dangerous thing to do. ‘The
power isone which should be held under the
strongest restrictions. Besides that, very
great cureshould be tuken to prevent water
beiny taken from places where it is alvendy
required.

Tug Puemiex (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest): The
proposals will be subject to the approval of
the Governmeut.

Mgr. LEAKXE: 'Yhat is quite true, but you
know we arenot always going to have the
same Ministry, We will not always bave
those the country can so fully trust,  Fur in-
stance, some day we will be over there, and
then you will be sorry all these things were
not tied down by Act of Parliament. Not only
do the undertalers (I think this is n horrible
expression, and I would snggest the word “pre.-
moters™”) huve the same powersas the Commis-
sioner of Railwuys, but it is sought tu adopt
other provisions of the Ruilway Act. Finally,
I think chjection must be tuken aguinst the
last clause, which gives the power to make
regulations ; und although 1 do nat go so fur
as the hoa. member for Kust Perth, yet | chink
the Attoriey-Genernl night, in commitice,
have it struck out, und the power te muke » y-
laws restricted to such regulations as would
come under the general laws,  There ure many
matters to criticise mn the Bill, and I will ask
the Government to give the House as full in.
formation as it is possible for thewn to give of
everything that has taken place, und the
reagon for this Bill being introduced. [ should

“like to know if there is any correspondence

with regard 10 these proposals, and
we should knuw exactly what these
people propose €0 do. 1 can assure the
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Prewmier that, unless these details are given,
there is very little chance of the Bill going
through the House to-morrow or the next day.
We are enteriug upon very dangerous ground
when we commence to discuss a measure of
this kind. 1% most undoubtedly vught to have
been referred to u Select Committee. Of
course there is no time now, but that dous not
affect what ought to have been done. Itis
very yuestionable whether the Bill can be
carried through the other House ut this stage,
or before the prorogution. As I have said
before, I do uwot, by any wenns, oppose the
principle of the Bill. [ huve always advo-
cated the encourngement of private unter-
prise, and more particularly when it would
have to be on such u scule of magnitude as we
know must be the cuse if these works wre to
be undertaken,
as that which has been hinted at will mean
the employment of willions of woney. At any
rate, the summ would be too large for usto hope
the Governmert would vver be able to provide,
even if it would be wise to raise further Ioans,
when private enterprise would weet the re-
guirements of the pullic equally as well. At
the sume time, 1 think the public interests
should be more thoroughly sufeguarded. We
should have every proof uf bone fides, and there
shonld be the most ample gunrantec; and.
what is wore, we should insist upon the fullest
details of any of the schemes supgested up
to the present time being disclosed.

Mg. CONNOR: [ have on many occasions
urged 1o this House the necessity of
thoroughly testing the goldficids for artesian
water, und should the diemond drills fail to
find such wuter, there is ne doubt that sooner
or later water wili have to be taken to the
tields from the coast, in order to kesp our
minipy interests going. I therefore shall not
oppose the Bill, although it may Le looked at
from varions points of view, und should be
capable of improvewent in comwmittee. I
suppose the Hoa. the Attorney-General will
take care lu insert suving cluuges to prevent a
private company doing injustice to individuals,
auch, for example, us the ruining of 4 pustoral-
ist by taking possesgion of the well from
which he waters his atock.

THE ATToRNEY-GENERAL (tion. 8. Burt):
Clagse 1t provides for that.

Me. CONNOR: Well, | wia glad to bear it.
Of course, wmatters of thuet kind are for the
legal mambers of the House to deal with, and
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would again take this opportunity of urging
upon the Governwent to spare no effort to
prove conclusively whether urtesian water can
be found on the Coolgnrdie goldfield.

Tue ATTORNEY . GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt): L desire te say a word or two on
the general features of the Bill, before
it goes intv comuwiltee, where the detuils
will be dealt with, All the members of
the House must know that the question
of the Coolgardie water supply is a subject
of the most pressing concern to the Govern-
ment, und it always hus been so for many
long day. Laast session the hon. member for
Yilgurn was unxious that private enterprise
ghould be encouraged to put down wells ab
Coolgardie, and erect condensers for supplying
weter under special regulations which he
framed. 7The outcome was that the Govern-
went preparcd more liberal regulations pro-
viding for & wonopoly of largu cutchment
arcas avound Coolgardie, to be given to those
who were desirons of conserving water for
the use of the town, ..0d for mining purposes,
Lut no one has taken advantage of these pro-
visions. Neither i response to the invitation
of the Government has s single tender been
received for boring for water at Coolgardie,
notwithstunding that advertisewents asking
for tenders were published wll aver Australia,
including Queenslond and New South Walea.
No one would risk having to drive the
diamond drill, which the hon. mewber for
Eust Kiml.eriey thirka it is so easy to sut to
work in a pluce like Coolgardie, where there
might be no wuter ot all, except for domestic
purpt ses, Well, the (Government are now
considering aunother aspect of the question,
although it is not wy Jduby to invade the pro-
vince of another Minister by telling the House
at this stage what we have in view, but I can
ussure the hon. member that the mutter is not
being lost sight of. No Government could
ufford to neglect so in:portant a matter us the
water supply for the goldfields. We have now
overtuves to dv away, by means of electricity,
with o great deal of the need of water for
wining purposes, and we think it our duty
to subwit the matter to the judgment of Par-
liament before we separate. Th.re may be
som«thing in the schemes to which attention
is being directed, and to give the right to
carcy them out would ivvolve far fewer
privileges than would beneeded for the con-
struction of u private tramway or railway,

to see that Lhe publicare properly protected. 1+ whish would royuire twe chains of Jand
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along the route, which might injuriously in-
terfere both with private property und
with the intention of the Government to
eonstruct a line to the same destination.
The only land that would be required by a
Wuterworks Company would be a few sites
for pumping stations, while the permission
given to electricians o put pipes underground
or tocatry n wire overhead would not sex-
ivusly interfure with prazing or any other
rights of landowners or of the public gener-
ally.  Therefore, the Government ask the
douse tv pass this simple Bill, which oxnly
gives them the power to grant licenses to
people who say they are willing to epend their
woney on enterprises which the Govermment
are not willing to undertake on their own
account, and which have for their object the
supplying of the goldfields with motive power,
water, and light. The Goverbwent have no
intention of granting licanses to lay these
lines of pipes or wires to any place but the
goldfields, nor do they intend te granl any
monopely, which in the event of one
syndicate failing to complete the work would
prevent us frow granfing other licenses
to other syndicates. Hon. members will see
thit these licenses can in no way be likened
to the giving of a private company power to
make s tramway or a vailway which the
Guvernment would not be willing to make
themselves, und which would necessurily in-
volve lavger concessions Lhun would be needwd
in such usimple matter as the laying of pipes
or submurine electric wires, or for the erec-
tion of pipes to carry the clectric wires over-
head. It this Bill is passed, no other conces-
sionsare given, and what the Government say
is, if there are people who are willing to take
up these schemes, let them try. 1f they do
not succeed, they will not hurt anybody. 'I'he
hon. mewmber for Albany saye that there is no
provision in this Bill for the lodgment of a
deposit to guarantee the completion of the
work ; but there is no necessity for o deposit,
such as would be required in the case of a
railway, beuause the rights whiclh are to he
given are, us 1 have expluined, of the siniplest
kind, and no monopoiy i3 grantecd to anyene,
while on the other hand no private property
can be interrered with without compensation
being puid to the owner, under arbitration,
which generully results in the owner getting
twice the value of hig iand, or perhaps a little
more. [v reply to anotherargumentof the hon.
member for Albuny, that the Jicenses which are
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contempluted by the Bill shall be submitted to
the approval of Parlinmeat, T have qnly to
say that if the licenses are to be deluyed until
they can come before the House, the pro-
moters of the water and electric works
mightas well stay their hands until they can
get a private Bill to enable them to proceed.
This Bill is intended to expedite the work of
the syndicutes, and if hon. wmembers are of
opinion that the licenses are nov to be issued
uati] they have received the upproval of the
Legislnture, the Bill mny as well be thrown
out, for there would in that case he no oe-
casion for it. In committee, however, I think
we might tosert a clause giving the Govern-
ment power tp fix the amount companies
shall be entitled to charge their consumers, in
order Lo prevent them blackmuiling people, if
wuter ov vlectric works are established ou the
goldfields. This power has heon ezerted by
the Government in connection with the tavifs
of two private 1ailway companies who have
lincs in this colony, und the tarifis have
been wamicably agreed upon Dbetween the
Government and the officers of those com-
pasies, without uny injury being done to Lhe
public. I should like the House to ruad
the Bill & second time, and see
whether it ¢can be lnproved in committee,

Mg. RANDELL: 1 am under the stwe im-
pression as the hon. member for West Perth,
thal the Premier, in introducing this Bill, did
not appear to be quite in favor of if, und I
cunfess that it is a very fur-reaching wensure
to be dealt with in the short time at our dis-
posul this session. Although the Atiorney-
Geverul tells uws thut the Bill does not go
further than to give permission to syndicates
to put pipes underground, or to erect posts to
caxry overhend wires, there are wany other
issues and interests involved ic the Bill which
suggest themselves to my mind. Forexample,
the Bill gives very large powers to the Govern-
ment in the granting of licenses, and 1 muat
suy that the Government have nob always
wmade very good bargains in matters of this
kind, They huve generally veen taken in by
the gentlemen who have obtained privileges
in regard to the two land-grant railways, the
guano contracts, the timber reserves, and the
Perth waterworks.

'U'ue Prexier (Hom. Sir J. Forvest): We
had nothing to do with the waterworks.

Me. RANDELL: Ihe Government bave
wiways been outwitted or overmailched in any
contracts which they have mude with private
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companies. [ do not think the Attorney-
General has tried his hand yet in making
agreements of this kind,

Tuz Premrer (Hon. Sir J. Forreat): You
don’t want to give him the chance.

Mg, RANDELL: 1 say, that with regard to
the agreements which have been made, the
Government have, somehow or other, always
cowe off second best ; therefore it makes me
doubtful whether we shall make a good bar-
gain over water and electric works. The
Attorney-General’s suggestion that we should
giva the Governnent power to fix the charges
for services by the syndicates is a very helpful
one,and I think it will take away a great
objection to the Bill. While there is no
doubt that everything possille should be done
to supply the goldfields with water, I do not
think that the Government will be prepared
to run water there from a river on the coast,
and, therefore, if this work is to be doue, it
wust be done by outside ¢apital. ButI hope
that the terms upon which this colony will be
employed will not prove to be prejudicial to
the colony. Although the Rill appears
to be fairly well safeguarded, it will he
wige to adopt the suggestion of the
kon. mewber for Bast Perth, that the terms of
the proposed licenses shall be published in the
Government Gazetle for general information;
for while I have much respectfor the Hon, the
Attorney-General, I amn not one of those who
think that all the brains of the colony are to
be found among the members of the Ministry.
While I do vot intend to oppose the second
reading of the Bill, I regret that it should have
becubroughtupat so late a peried of thesession
when it is almost impossible to give it due
considoration. At the same time, the works
contemplated by the Bill will require some
hundreds of thousands of pounds to complete,
and there is & possibility that if the subscrib-
ing syndicates succeed in accomplishing their
object they will confer u benefit on the colony.
But it is evident that fresh water for the
goldfields can never be obtained from the
upper reaches of the Swan, for if the supply
in that river were largely drawn mpon, the
stream wounld become impregnated with salt
water. The syndicates, it seems to me, must
come either to the Avon or the Kingston
Brook for a supply, but this is a watter that
concerns those who are intereated in the pro-
motion of the Bill.

Tug PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): T
should like to make one or two ehservalions
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before the motion for the second reading of
the Bill is put. As [ suid when I moved the
second reading, it is unfortunate that it had
not been invroduced at up earlier period of
the session, but the Governmeut only caiue to
a decigion in regard to it within the last ten
days. The hon, member for Albany asks what
are the forces at work which have induced us
to bring forward this Bill. Well, I may tell
him that a London syndicate, of whom Sir
Willinw Robinson, the late Governor of Wes-
tern Australia, has several times written—and
of whom I believe Bir William himself is one
—is anxious to take advauntage of such a
meagure in regard to electricity. We bave
one offer in writing, and &ir Willinm Robin-
son informs us that the matter is in pgood
hands, and pressingly asks whether something
cannot be done this session to grant the neces-
sary powers, We huve no offer in respect of
waterworks, in writing, but several persons
have spoken to me about them. I believe that
this measure will do gocd, but I wish to say
distinetly to the House, that unless the Bill is
agreed to bya large majority, unless there is a
gencral feeling that this 18 good legislation,
I would much rather have nothing to do with
with the meusare. If hon. members prefer
to reject the Bill, the Government are in no
way pledged to mny une regarding it. The
Government huve ¢nly undertaken to intro-
duce the Bill ; they have done so, and their
duty ends. So far as I wm concerned, I have
no objact to serve. My unswer to ull who
have approuched me on the subject of obtain-
ing concessions for sapplying electricity ov
water to the goldfields, for some months past,
has been— You must get a private Bill for
everything you require,” and this has leen
the tenor of three or four letters we have
written fto persons who have addressed us
upon the subject. At the sane time, we
do not like to be in the pesition of saying
to these people, * Weare not able or willing
to carry out works of this kind ourselves, and
we are not prepared to let you do so.” The
Government are not prepared to recommend
to Parlinment any practicableschems for con-
veying & perinanent water supply to Coolgar-
die—a work which might cost mllions of
money—and under these circumstances itseems
only fair that a private syndicate who may
be prepared to undertake the task should bave
the opportunity of doing so. Nevertheless, T
may say that I have a cousideralle fecling
aguinst these syndicates, and I bave on wore
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than cne cccasion expressed the feeling very
pleinly. [ do out believe in allowing syndi-
cates to do unything the Government cun do ;
but the Government canaot de everything—
we¢ huve not sufficient wenns to evnable the
Government to have a wonopoly of every
large public work, and in a matter of this kind,
if we cannotproceed curselves, [ do not sve why
we should not leave it to other people todo.
It the House insists upon the licenses being
submitied to Purlinment for approval, this
Bill is uot, in my opinion, necessavy. Wa cun
just as easily wllow the promoters of these
schemues to bring in a private Bill themyelves,
and thus save the Government the worry and
trouble of submitting the licenses to Parlia-
ment. [ donot think [ have anything further
to say, vxeepl 1o repeat that, if there is nota
weneral concensus of opinionr in regard to this
mengure, [ wish the House to distinctly under-
staud that the Government wre not eager to
force this Bill upon them in any way.

Ar. H. W.58HOLL : Sir, [ think the Govern-
wment have done all they can for the goldfields
in regurd to providing a water supply, and
any cowplaints which are made againas them
in thal respect arve, in my opinion, wholly
undeserved. I shall support them in their
endenvor to puss this Bill.

Queslive put und pussed.

Bill read u second time.

MESBAGE ¥YROM THE LEGLSLATIVE
COUNCIL,

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT FURATHER AMENDMENRT
EILL.

'I'he folluwing essnge was delivered to and
rewd by Mr. Spuaker:—
Mr. SPEAKER,

The Legislative Council acquaints the Legis-
lative Assewnbly that it hns agreed to a Bill
iotitnled ** An Act to further amend *‘I'he
“ Public Health Act, 1885, nond to extend the
“ powers of Liocal Bourds of : ealth, and for
“ othier purposes,” subject 1o the amendments
contained in the Schedole annexed; in which
amendments the Legislative Council desires
the concurrence of the Legislative Assembly.

GE0. SHENTON,
President.
Legislative Couneil Chuinber, Perth,
ath October, 1895,

Schedule of Amendments made by the Legis-
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lative Council in ™ The Public dct Purther
Amendment Bill” . —

Clause 6—S8trike out the clause,

Clause 7—Strike ont the clause.

Clanse 8—strike out the clause.

Clause 9—Strike vul the clause.

Clanse L0—Strike out the clanse.

C. LEE-SYEERE,

9,£0/95 Clerlz of Council.

Ordeved -—That the consideration in Com
mittee of the foregoing Message be wade an
Order of the Duy for the next sitting of the
House.

APPROPRIATION BILL.
SECOND READING,

Tug PREMIER (Hor. Sir J. Forrest)
moved *Thuat this 13ill he now read a second
time,”

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

The clauses passed through Committee with-
out comment.

Schedule A:

Put and pussed.

Schedule B :

Mr. LEAKK suggested that the practice of
putting ull the itemis of the listimates in the
Appropriation Biil should be discontinued, as it
appesred to him to be unnecessarily loading
the Statute Book.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
that to include the whole of the items of the
Estimates in the Bill made them ewnsy for par-
poses of reference.

Mi. GEORGL, referring to item under the
Educational Vote, < Assisted Schools, £1,350,
asked whether it was necessary fo have that
item in the Bill at all, in view of the abolition
of the Assisted Schools by the Biil recently
passed.

Turk PREMIKER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) said
the Estimates were pussed befure the Assisted
Schoo's Abolition Bill was passed. but the
achools in yuestion would oaly receive the
grant-in-aid up to Septamber 31 of this year,
as provided by the Act.

Schedule put and passed.

Schedule C:

Put and passed.

Preatnble and title:

Kut and passed.

Bill repovted, without
report adopted.

amendment, and
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THIRD READING.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Honse adjourned at 944 o’clock, p.an.

Fegislative @ounsiy,
Thursday, 10tk Oclober, 1895,

Electoral Kitl : thivd veading— Width of Tives Fifl -
second  rveading  cowmities—Goldficlds Bl :
connnitiee [ thivd  readiug— Wues  Regwlation
Shatl . Legislative

Assenldy’s Amenduents—

Appropriation Bl . first  reading — Stock
Diseases  Bill = convmittee ; third  read-
ing— Engine Spavks  Five Prevention Il :

seeaind veading ; committee; thivd veading—Ap-
propyration Kill 2 second rveading ; rovomittee—
Fovplosives il : second veading; comitl e—
#dth af Tives Bl - thivd reading—Adjonry-
Mmrial.

&

Tne PRESIDENT' (Hon. 8ir (F. Shenton)
took the Chair at 4.30 o'clock, p.m.

ELECTORAL BILL.
THIRD READING,
‘This Bill was rend n third time and passed

WIDTE OF YIRES BILL.
SECOND READING,

"'ur How. 8. H. PARKER: [ have no doubt
hon. membera are aware that there isn body
of gentlemen in this colony known as the
Burean of Agricutiure. These gentlemen re-
present the pastoral and agrienltural interests
of the eolony, and devote a large atwount of
their timne for the public good. Amongst other
things they have taken into consideration is,
the wear and tear on our roads in  consequence
of the narrow tires nsed on vehicles which
convey henvy loads. Tam told, and 1 have
pno reason to doubt the trath of it, that half
the dumage ‘o the roads, and consequently half
the cost cf repnirs, is caused by nothing
but these narrow tires. I an iformed
that if vehicles were bound to have
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wheels with tires of o reascvnable width pro-
portionaie to the loads they carry, our roads
would met suffer : early as muoch as they do,
and the cost to the public funds would be
at least half what it is Bearing this
in mind, the Bureau prepared this Hill and
asked me to introduce it. 1 must apologise
for introducing it solate in the session, but I
believe the 1emson of the delay is that the
Burean has been trying to induce the Gov-
ernment to take steps in the wmatter, but
they have heen soworried and wearied with
other Bills, that they have found it impos-
sible to take this subject into consideration,
The Burean, however, thinks it so important
in the interests of the community, and in
the interests of the public fund, as well as
in the interests of preserving good our
roads, that ¢ven at this late period of the
session they huve asked to have this Bill
passed. I hope, therefore, hon. members will
not sew fit to throw it ouk, bmt will pass it
on to the Assembly. The Bill provides that
the width of tires on wheels shall be pro-
porticnate to dwwmeter of the axle arm. Tt
is  presurned that po person his
sengea will put more than a certain weight
on a gertain nxle, and, therefore, it is
thonght 1o be ruite sufficient to provide
that, as the diamecter of the axle increases so
shall the width of the tive. [ may say that
this Bill applies only to waggons, drays,
curts or lorries, and does not include vehiclea
intended soiely for the carriage of passengers.
I need not mention the proportionate width
of tires as they are plainly set out in
Clause 2. These widths have been con-
stdered by the Uureaun, which is composed of
of practical men, and it is considered that they
are rensonably proportionate to the strength
of the axle arws. It will he observed thas
after Lhe Jat Jununary, 1896, no person shall
import any vebicle nnless the tires upon it nre
of the prescribed width. Aguin,itis provided
thut after the 1st Muy, 1890, no person engag-
ed in the building or waking ot vehicles, shail
build or sell nny vehicle unless the width of
the tires is proporticnate to the diameter of the
axle ns mentioned in Clause 2. Furiher it is
provided that afier 1st January, 1899, no pereon
shall use uny vehicle the tires of which are
not of the preseribed width, and that if any
person does so, he will %:e subject to a penalty
not exceeding £5. Poweris given to tocal
authorities such as Municipal Councils and
Roads Boards, as regards roads within their
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